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Merry Christmas to All
        We encourage you to forward this update to faculty, staff, board members, or other interested parties.
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Christmas As We Remember It by Reg Andrews, Peoples Christian Academy
We’re excited about our first Christmas celebrations at our new school facility. I walk along the hallways and observe the theme of the incarnation clearly displayed in the wall decorations. I listen to the Kindergarten music class as they sing, “O Come let us adore Him . . .” I hear the elementary choir blending their voices in preparation for the Christmas Concert beautifully enunciating the words of Isaiah, “Behold a virgin shall conceive. . .” Meanwhile the High School vocal ensemble tune up their voices with words that express the wonder of God’s redemption plan. The Christmas story is told over and over again—through words, drama, and song—in every classroom.

No competing religious festivals! No politically correct “Happy Holidays.” No toning down of the message. Just a concentrated, unrestrained recognition of the greatest event in human history—the incredible message of salvation, the message of hope “for all people” made possible through Christ alone. 

 

No mixed message here! This is Christmas as it used to be—Christmas, the way it should be. 

“The  Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14a
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From the Director’s Desk: “Public Education and Parental Choice”

Unfortunately, the 2007 provincial election showed very clearly that most Ontarians are either antagonistic toward independent schools in general and religious schools in particular or ambivalent about them. The glaring and gross injustice of publicly funding the Roman Catholic school system while excluding support for any other religious groups raised no public concern. 

When the provincial Conservative Party had the temerity to make funding religiously based schools the main plank of its election platform, it received the greatest defeat in its history. The party took this unwise position as a result of lobbying from various religious school groups, particularly one that supplied  questionable  statistics based upon rather manipulative public questionnaires. 

The Conservative policy designer discovered late in that disastrous campaign that there was more than one Christian school organization in the province and that at ACSI we opposed the funding model they put forward. That doesn’t matter at this point. You don’t have to be a prophet to see that funding of non Roman Catholic religious schooling will be off Ontario’s political agenda for many years to come. It will be a long time before leaders of Ontario political parties trust any religious schooling group and frankly, I don’t blame them.  

The 2011 provincial election revealed that many Ontario voters have no concern about parental Rights either—witness the minimal support the Conservatives received when they challenged the Toronto Board of Ed’s mandatory pro-gay sex education programme (no opting out even if parents object to its content).  
It’s not that facts about the public benefits of religious schooling have been hidden. They’ve been out there for decades. It’s just that in an increasingly secular  culture, few people are willing to consider the rights of families who want a ‘private’ religious education. 
At this point in Ontario’s history, chasing after government funds is a waste of time, energy, and money for Christian schools. The critical issues before us  involve our freedom to teach a biblical worldview and to hire teachers who will support that worldview. Those always were our issues. If we compromise on them, we betray the future of Christian schooling in this province. 
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Christmas in Haiti by Connie Mycroft
Happy Christmas to you. It's rather simple here with no gifts among the Haitians, just Christmas eve home/family feasts with trooping around to as many friends' homes as you can squish into an evening on Christmas Eve, then a big worship service on Christmas morning sometimes with special choirs and dramas of the Holy story. VERY un-commercial, quiet, reflective and NICE to my way of thinking. Don't miss the hoopla of N.A., though the lack of decorations seems rather bare. In general, only Christians celebrate Christmas. But EVERYONE celebrates New Year because it is also Independence Day for Haiti. Blessings and peace.  
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An Argo Event in Support of Christian Schools by Dave Park, Pickering Christian School
Friday, October 21, 2011, was a great day for Christian schools. Eleven Christian schools from across the Greater Toronto Area, and beyond, participated in the first ever Toronto Argonauts/SU Sportz Flag Football tournament on the field at the Rogers Centre. The event came about after a conversation between Bob Johnston, of SU Sportz, and Dr. Paul Ogborne, principal of Pickering Christian School. Earlier, the Toronto Argos had approached Bob with the idea of partnering together for an event that would promote the game of football. As the two men brainstormed over this event, the idea grew into a flag football co-ed tournament for Grade 7 and 8 students. The opportunity would be open to all Christian schools in the area from both ACSI and OACS schools.   
Under the direction of Dave Park, Director of Development for Pickering Christian School, the teams played from early morning into the afternoon. By the numerous expressions of enjoyment from the players, it was easy to see that this day was a huge hit for the students. Many were experiencing the thrill of just being on the same surface as the "Pros”. In the end, Trinity Christian School, from Burlington, took home the trophy but it was a great day for all participants.  

Following the tournament, the students took part in a Leadership Summit organized by SU Sportz and the Argos. Many students stayed on to enjoy a meal and watch the Argonauts play the Edmonton Eskimos later that evening. 

Next year’s game is already in the plans, with even more teams expected to participate. The Argonauts are committed to making this an annual event. We see it as a great opportunity for the students, as well as the overall promotion of Christian schools.
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A Public School “Christmas” by Jason Wryghte

After nineteen years worth of attending Christian school Christmas concerts, last night’s event was noteworthy. Jesus was not mentioned by name. He was hinted at, but only twice. There was no manger. There were no shepherds, there was no star. The kids were as cute as ever, but I felt lost. Chestnuts roasted but I felt no fire. I was at an elementary public school Christmas celebration for the first time since 1980, when I was in grade six myself. 

I believe wholeheartedly in Christian education, particularly for Christian families. I want the teachers and role models that my own children spend so much time with to have faith and values that closely mirror my wife’s and mine. Unity between home, church, and school is so important in the life of a child. The collective influence of the community of believers cannot be underestimated. But this year our daughter is in a public school. 

Due to downsizing, my wife and I both lost our jobs as Christian school educators. With two boys in Christian high school and our daughter, Heather, in elementary we made our choices and our daughter now walks down the street to the local junior public school. It’s a fine school, with a respected community and well-appreciated faculty. I was hoping the new experience would go well for Heather, and part of me was hoping it would be a disaster. It’s been interesting anyway. 

Last night was the Christmas celebration. No opening prayer. No manger scene. No reason for the season! No scripture reading. No carol sing. And I began to appreciate in a fresh way this thing called “Christian Education.” I felt kind of helpless sitting amongst all those people, applauding with them for the “Very Bieber Christmas” sketch. The kids did a great job. 

Dear Christian School teachers and principals, when you have your Christmas production rehearsals and performance, will you take a moment to sit back and look around you? Relish what you have. Enjoy what the Lord has given you. There are many different people in the audience: people who cannot believe how amazing your production is, people who have seen your school’s production every year for decades, some who take it for granted as I did, and others who truly appreciate what you are doing.   

What is it like to have Christmas with no awareness of God’s incredible gift to us? As your little angels sing of mangers and shepherds and Mary and Joseph and wise men and the Baby, know that what you are accomplishing as a school is very, very good.  

BIO of the author:  Jason Wryghte has been a teacher or administrator in Christian schools in Ontario since 1992. He and his wife Christy have three children, two of whom attend Quinte Christian High in Belleville, Ontario.
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Combating Coleslaw Christianity
Coleslaw. You know the stuff. Some restaurants serve it to you in a little cup or in a pile on the side of your plate. In my opinion, it’s more of a decoration than food, but some people may even eat it after they’ve finished the good part of their dinner. In any case, coleslaw is never the main dish and realistically it’s not an important part of the overall meal. That’s fine when it comes to slivers of chopped up cabbage and carrots in mayonnaise but unfortunately that is how some parents treat the Christianity in our schools. To them it is an optional extra, a decoration, not to be compared in importance with academics or even sports. 

 

So when some parents have the chance to transfer their children out of our schools and  into one of the ‘great’ private schools like Upper Canada College or Appleby or Ridley (and pay 3 or 4  times your tuition), too many families jump at it. Part of the problem could be that they never really understood the importance of  distinctly Christian schooling in the first place. 

 

Parent education is an important aspect of your ministry and I have a recommendation about something that will help you. Brian Simmons’ new book, Worth It: The 15,000 Hour Decision, could be an ideal tool. In it, Brian gives a clear, concise, and thought-provoking rationale for Christian schooling. Why not give a copy to every family that registers at your school? To order copies go to www.acsicanadabooks.com. 
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The Tail End: A Lesson From Arfy 

A couple of months ago our local TV news aired a report about a clerk from a big box store whose nose had been gnawed upon by a disgruntled Shitzu (I’m not using coarse language here, a Shitzu is a breed of dog). The clerk, or ‘gnaw-ee’, is now pushing for a ban on dogs, or at least Shitzus, in these stores in the interest of national nasal security. She explains that all she did was tickle the ‘gnaw-er’ under the chin, put her face down to his and say, “Aren’t you a cute little doggie!”. Well as most Shitzu owners know, that ‘cute little doggie’ thing was the problem. She was waving a red flag in front of a bull, pulling the pin from a hand grenade. Shitzus despise demeaning talk and they say it with their teeth. I know because of Arfy, the little 18 pound canine gangster who came to us as a living legacy when my parents moved into a nursing home. He is Al Capone in fur. 

 

In Scripture, the Lord sometimes uses pretty mundane creatures to teach important truths, sheep being the most common. I suppose it’s not a complete surprise then that God reminded me about the goals of Christian schooling while I was clearing a forest path for Arfy on our morning walk. Fallen branches and forest litter are no obstacle for Gus, our Chesapeake Bay Retriever, or Brody, our Golden Retriever—they bound merrily over them. But for Arfy these are insurmountable barriers. So I was cast in the somewhat ridiculous role of doggie trailblazer, a servant, and shepherd to a Shitzu, because without me, Arfy would be in big trouble.  

 

 “Trail blazers, servants and shepherds for humanity,” I thought, “what higher aspirations could we have for Christian school graduates!” 
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Sometimes we get the idea that our Christian schooling efforts are just about our students, that if we get them through their elementary and high school years holding on to their faith and sporting a good academic foundation we will have done our job. If that is all we’re doing, we’ve missed the point. It would be terrible if our students catch that “It’s all about me!” attitude from us. They could have gotten that at the best or worst secular schools for free, without the spiritual veneer. Self-centredness is not a Christian virtue.  

 

Truth is that attending a Christian school is a privilege, not a right, and with that privilege comes the responsibility to serve others. The Apostle Paul expressed it this way, “Therefore strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. Make level the paths for your feet,  so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed” (Hebrews 12:12).

Our efforts to strengthen students spiritually, intellectually and physically must prepare them for a lot more than a comfortable life and a reserved seat in Heaven. We must intentionally and strategically train them to serve those who have been handicapped by life’s circumstances or their own shortcomings. The world needs Christian trailblazers and servants and shepherds desperately. What better place could there be to prepare them than in our Christian schools! 

 

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and New Year from Mark, Ginny, Joyce, Stephanie, Gus, Brody, and of course Arfy! 
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IN THE NEWS 
The Detritus Filling Ontario Secular Education's Moral Vacuum
The following link about character education in Ontario is disturbing both in its textual content and in the accompanying photo. Nevertheless I urge you to read it.

www.scribd.com/doc/74339193/Moments-of-Startling-Clarity 

 

Distance Learning Growing in Canada
Check out this link: www.pabnews.com/21608/distance-learning-growing-in-canada 
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Quote
“The church has often stayed behind closed systems of thought for fear of the scientist. Afraid that the scientist will explain away things that have become precious to us, we  clasp our faith to our bosoms to protect it, forgetting that our faith does not need protection—it needs proclamation. If it is real, it is its own protection. If it is not real, then the sooner we find it out the better. “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” There is only one refuge in life and this is in truth and reality” (The Christ of Every Road, by  E. Stanley Jones).
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Upcoming Events

***Board-Administrator Conference, February 4, 2012 @ Brampton Christian School***
Click Here>> Upcoming Eastern Canada Regional Events <<Click Here & Bookmark It!
Download the file of the 2011-12 Calendar of Events
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Unsubscribe We hope that this newsletter is a valuable source of information for you and your school. However, if you would like to be removed from the email list, please contact the regional office at 705-728-7344, or reply to this e-mail and request to have your email address removed from the list. 
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Your Feedback is Important to Us! We welcome your feedback concerning this newsletter or any of the information in this newsletter. Please contact us with questions, comments, or suggestions by sending an e-mail to acsiec@sympatico.ca. Thank you! 
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve your school.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Association of Christian Schools International
Eastern Canada Region
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Visit us on the web at www.acsiec.org
