

We encourage you to forward this update to faculty, staff, board members, or other interested parties.
Merry Christmas from Mark, Ginny, Joyce, and Stephanie
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Kingdom Education for the 21st  Century by Kerry Wilson, BA, BEd, Director of Advancement and Curriculum London District Christian Secondary School
The Christmas season is upon us, along with the musicals, parties, shopping, decorating and baking that accompanies it. Riding on its coattails is the “poor cousin” – New Year’s Day (Baby New Year doesn’t receive even half of the attention bestowed on Christmas), with its share of celebratory activity. Eleven years ago, however, New Year’s Eve far outshone Christmas in the media as the world prepared for the Y2K disaster that was deemed to be the welcome mat for the new millennium. 

I clearly remember December 31st, 1999. My husband and I awoke early that morning to tune into CNN and watch the 21st Century make its debut in the Christmas Islands. When the new year came to China, we celebrated with an extra cheer, knowing that somewhere in that huge nation, sleeping soundly in an orphanage, was our little baby girl, waiting for Mommy and Daddy to bring her home to Canada (which happily occurred six months later). Being “high tech” parents, we used our camcorder to record ourselves and our family wishing baby Bethanie a “Happy New Year,” and promising that this would be the year she would come home. 

Baby Bethanie is now a beautiful young lady in Grade six at London Christian Academy, and we are preparing to spend our tenth Christmas together as a family (with the happy addition of Zachary, who was born to us in 2004). Our children live in a world that is very different from the one in which we grew up. Indeed, it is different from the one that existed just a decade ago. Does the world our children are facing necessitate a different type of academic preparation? 
Education expert Tony Wagner, author of The Global Achievement Gap and Making the Grade: Reinventing America’s Schools, identifies three forces of change that are at work in our society today:  the rapidly growing “knowledge economy” that places less emphasis on manual skills and more on higher order thinking skills, the shift from limited accessible and available information to a glut of free flowing information, and the impact of media and technology on how young people learn and relate to their world and each other.  To navigate these new waters, Wagner advocates seven “survival skills”:  critical thinking/problem solving, collaboration across networks and leading by influence, agility and adaptability, initiative and entrepreneurialism, effective oral and written communication, accessing and analyzing information and curiosity. These skills are echoed by the U.S. based Partnership for 21st Century Skills, which identifies life and career skills, learning and innovations skills (critical thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity) and information, media and technology skills as critical skills that need to be embedded into the core subjects to ensure mastery of both content and skills (www.p21.org).
My children, along with their peers, may very well work at jobs that don’t currently exist, and will most likely change jobs numerous times over the course of their lives. In The World is Flat, Thomas Friedman asserts that the growing movement towards outsourcing and off-shoring will deplete North America of many jobs that can be turned into routines. To succeed in this society, students will need to be self starting, responsible, innovative and analytically thinking individuals who can work and collaborate with a diverse team of others within their own workplace and across the ocean. The prospect of this future is foreboding; the possibilities, limitless.

The question presents itself, however, of whether or not we as a family of Christian schools are rising to the demands of this new era and preparing the Church of the 21st Century to lead the way in this relatively unknown terrain? In 2006, Time magazine named “You” as the person of the year in its annual year end edition, claiming that “You Control the Information Age.” Today’s technology allows all of us to initiate, create and collaborate on a global scale like never before. Our students need not simply be consumers of a pre-packaged culture, but can participate in creating that culture and have their influence felt around the world. These new realities beg a series of questions that our schools must address:

1)  In what ways has our curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment strategies changed in the past 15 years? In other words...How do our curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment strategies reflect the needs of the 21st Century learner?

2) Are our professional development activities strategically mapped out to address the learning curves we as educators must undertake to remain (or even become) current and relevant to this century? In other words...Are our administrators deliberately facilitating their schools as professional learning communities committed to ongoing, staff learning?

3) Are we deliberately integrating technology into all of our classes in ways that are meaningful and culture creating? In other words...Are we giving our students a voice to articulate a biblical worldview amidst the giant “cyber conversation” in which they are already engaged?

As Christian schools, we have a responsibility not only to our students and families, but to our society, to graduate men and women who will bring God’s truth to bear on every aspect of His creation. Let’s position our students with the knowledge and skills to impact and create our culture for the glory of God.

Back to Top



Convention Offerings for Haiti

Thank you everyone for your donations to the mission efforts of ACSI Eastern Canada in Haiti:  

Maritime Teachers’ Convention Offering was $931.38

Ontario Teachers’ Convention Offering was $2037.85

This week we were able to ship 21 boxes of used French books to Florida, which will then go by ship to the schools connected with The Baptist Haiti Mission.

Also, Connie Mycroft is in Haiti as we write this, establishing the next steps for the training of Christian school leaders.

Please keep Haiti in your prayers.
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Ontario Spelling Bee Results: Philopateer Wins Again

Congratulations to Philopateer Christian College on winning the ACSI Spelling Bee for the second year in a row! The competition is always extremely intense, especially for the students in the older grades and some of the words they have to spell are remarkably difficult.
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Ontario Public Speaking Festival
If you would like information about participating in our Ontario Public Speaking Festival on Thursday, March 3, 2011, please go to our website at www.acsiec.org or call our office at 705.728.7344
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Ontario Board/Administrators’ Conference: Saturday, February 5, 2011 @ Tyndale University College
Topics Include:
Finding Our Financial Footing: An Educator’s Guide To Institutional Prosperity, Charles Evans, Executive Consultant with Paideia Inc.
Part I What Is Our Value Proposition?

Part II What Are the Financial Non-negotiables?

Part III What Does A Plan For Prosperity Look Like In My School?

Moving Forward With Great Governance, Anne Rauser, ACSI Western Canada

The Basics of Great Governance

Understanding Roles and Responsibilities

Executing the Work of the Board

Fine-Tuning Vision for a Rapidly Changing World

Franklin Smith of Simon Phoenix Group

CRA Tuition Donation Tax Calculation

Information Integration for School Business Offices: Advantages, Pitfalls, and Examples

Shrinking Administrative Budgets and the Staff FTE Multiplier Effect

Kerry Wilson

“Growing Success”—What the New Ministry Document Means For Ontario Christian Schools

Education in the 21st Century—Are Christian Schools Ready? By Kerry Wilson

Greg Bitgood, Superintendent, Heritage Christian Schools


Adding On-Line Learning to Your School’s Ministry 
Our Kids Publications

Online Marketing: Maximize Your Marketing Efforts
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Full Day JK and SK in All Ontario Public Schools?
The Ontario government is scaling back on their plans for full day JK and SK classes across the province in two significant ways:

1. They will not offer before and after school care for students.

2. They will not offer programmes on holidays or during the summer.

Architect of the new programme, Charles Pascal, described the full year and before/after school care as “absolutely the deal maker” in terms of what he considered benefits to children, parents, and society.

That is good news for our member schools and daycares.

With the provincial election looming and a new government likely, we can expect the programme to be altered further or scrapped completely.
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Membership Report: Elementary and High School 2010/11 Enrolment Trends in Our Region
SOME GOOD NEWS:  Of all the member elementary and high schools in ACSI EC, 24 increased in enrolment or stayed the same while 26 had their enrolment decrease. That is actually much better than it has been for several years. The only disturbing factor is that 5 out of 6 schools with more than 350 students had their enrolments decline significantly.

Schools with fewer than 50 students in 2009-2010

14 schools

7 increased, 6 decreased, 1 was unchanged

Overall, this group was up 16 students

2010-11 total enrolment- 378 students

Schools with between 50-99 students in 2009-2010

12 schools

6 increased in enrolment, 6 decreased

Overall, the enrolment in this group was down 9 students from the previous year

2010-2011 total enrolment – 842 students
Schools with 100 to 150 students in 2009-2010

10 schools

5 increased in enrolment, 5 decreased

Change from previous year: an overall decrease of 100 students,  - 6.6%

2010-2011 total enrolment – 840 students
Schools with 151-350 students in 2009-2010

8 schools

4 grew, 4 decreased

Change from previous year: an increase of 114 students – 7.3%

2010-2011 total enrolment – 1672 students
Schools with 350 or more students 

6 schools

1 increased, 5 decreased

Decrease from 2009-2010, 324 students or  -12.7%

2010-2011 total enrolment – 2209

Schools in the Maritime Provinces

Although I have included the statistics for this group in the previous categories, it is worth noting the growth they have experienced.

· 9 schools

· 6 increased in enrolment, 3 decreased marginally

· Overall increase was 25 students

· 2010-2011 total enrolment - 965

MORE STATISTICS…

· Four member schools closed

· Four new member schools with 288+ students (two schools have not sent in their enrolment)

· Total elementary and high school enrolment: 6344, down less than 327 students over the previous year with three more schools to send in their enrolment.

· Three new early childhood education centres with 258 students.

· 19 centres with a total of 976 students, up 127 students (15%) from the previous year.

· Three member colleges (Tyndale, Redeemer, and Bethany) with 1615 students, up 59 overall.

Total enrolment in Eastern Canada member schools: 8935 which is down 241 students (-2.6%) from last year.
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Ryerson’s Five Principles Of Education (As presented in Egerton Ryerson and His Times)

The more I learn about the founder of the Ontario public school system, the more I realize he was an outspoken Christian leader fully committed, not to modern public schooling but to the philosophy of the Christian school movement. 

Here are his five philosophical principles of his system of public instruction:

1. Education for all children because “The Divine Author of the mind has said, “For the soul to be without knowledge is not good.” Proverbs 19:2

2. That education should be practical, preparing students fully for life.

3. That it should be Christian and moral because “Christianity is the foundation and only efficient cause of every valuable improvement in the condition of men –that the inestimable blessing of education…are among the effects of Christianity.”

4. That the following subjects should be taught: Christian biblical instruction, reading, spelling, grammar, writing, arithmetic, geography, history, linear drawing, music, natural history (environmental science), natural philosophy, civil government and political economy. “The object of education is to prepare men for their duties and the preparation and disciplining of the mind for the performance of them.” The Christian Guardian, March 18, 1830.

5. “That a system of public instruction should promote the development of both the intellectual and physical powers of man…in First Lessons in Christian Morals…..he describes happiness as consisting, at least in part, in the exercise of both the mental and bodily facilities.” Albert Fiorino, The Moral Education of Egerton Ryerson’s Idea of Education.
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Living History: God’s Response to Seven National Days of Prayer
It seems to me that sometimes there is a whole lot of important material left out of the subjects we teach, even in Christian schools. We miss what Paul calls “the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that are hidden in Christ.” But every now and then, we stumble upon straightforward evidence of God’s handiwork. The cloud of unknowing briefly parts. A clear image forms in the darkened glass and a part of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge is revealed. 

In the most recent copy of This England magazine, John Metcalfe opens his readers’ eyes to an aspect of WWII that history textbooks, including both secular and Christian, overlook—the role of National Days of Prayer in Britain’s preservation and Hitler’s defeat.

King George VI called his nation to prayer on at least seven occasions. The Lord’s answers were astounding.
1. Before the evacuation at Dunkirk, when Hitler’s troops had trapped the armies of Britain in and around the town of Dunkirk, France, a number of inexplicable factors allowed over 335,000 soldiers to be transported safely to Britain in thousands of military transports, commercial vessels, and pleasure crafts. Even the most secular of historians call the event, “The Miracle at Dunkirk.”
2. On August 11, 1940, at the height of the Battle of Britain, as a vastly outnumbered British air force tried to defend their country the King appealed to all young people to pray for their pilots. In the following week, the RAF shot down over 180 Nazi bombers.
3. On August 30, 1940, 800 enemy aircraft began a final push to destroy the Royal Air Force. By September 6th, Britain’s defeat seemed inevitable. On September 8th, the King declared another day of prayer. Churches were filled to bursting. That week over 185 Nazi planes were shot down and Hitler’s air force commander called off the assault permanently.
4. The King’s next declared Day of Prayer was March 23rd, 1941. He didn’t know that Hitler’s troops were poised to invade England on that very day. But the Nazi transport ships were blown off course. So Hitler called off the invasion of England and decided to invade Russia instead—a critical blunder that played a significant part in his ultimate defeat.
5. The King declared a fifth day of prayer when the British 8th army was facing total destruction at the hands of General Rommel’s troops in North Africa. New British commander, Bernard Montgomery broke the 8th army’s pattern of defeat and retreat by attacking Rommel’s main force at El Alemain. What followed was a pivotal British victory caused in large part because Nazi tanks ran out of fuel. Inexplicably their fuel ships didn’t arrive in time!
6. On Sept.3, 1943, the King declared the 6th day of prayer. Within 24 hours Hitler’s ally, Italy, surrendered to the combined forces of Britain, Canada and the U.S.
7. The seventh day of prayer was in the spring of 1944 before D-Day, the invasion of Nazi occupied Europe by combined allied forces that led to the final destruction of Hitler’s empire. The typically foul spring weather on the English Channel seemed to negate any hope of the allies carrying out their plan. But unexpectedly on June 6th the weather cleared and the liberation of Europe was able to commence.

Seven national days of prayer and seven amazing answers to those prayers.

Of course some people don’t believe that God favours one nation over another. They claim that every warring nation says that God is on their side. I don’t think Hitler believed that or even cared about it. His was not merely a social/political or economic movement. Even the most liberal historians recognize that there was a level of genuine evil in Nazism.

Of course the British couldn’t boast about their national purity or spiritual superiority. They were a bit like us in Canada today except they knew where to turn for their help.
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1 Corinthians 13: A Teacher’s Paraphrase
If I could explain everything perfectly to my students, but did not love each one of them, I might as well be talking to an empty room.

If I could find all the answers to educational problems, and did not love, my efforts would be futile.

If I could buy every kind of educational aid, and sacrificed to do so, but did not have love for my students, it would be a complete waste.

Love is patient when it is necessary to repeat a concept over and over to a student who is having difficulty.

Love is kind when an irate parent accuses and berates other teachers or me.

Love is not jealous when another teacher has an entire class of well-behaved and extremely intelligent children while mine are not so great.

Love is not proud or boastful when my students improve greatly and really want to come to my class.

Love is willing to yield my schedule and plans to fit in with the needs of others.

Love does not yell at my class when they misbehave, but seeks to help them understand the importance of self-discipline.

Love does not broadcast all of my students’ problems and misdeeds to those in the lounge.

Love keeps trying even when it seems a student will never understand long division or the difference between an adverb and an adjective.

Teaching methods, bulletin boards, textbooks, and yes, even computers, will eventually be discarded, but love is everlasting.

These three things I have learned through teaching: endurance, patience, and love. And the greatest of these of love. Fr. Ron Nuzzi
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Some Quotes

“When we (evangelicals) speak, we must speak out of love with a voice of humility…If your overriding goal is to prove that you’re right, you’re already wrong.” David Haskell, Associate Professor, Wilfred Laurier University. in Putting Our Best Faith Forward

“I propose that evangelicals—as a community once again embrace anti-materialism as a defining characteristic of their faith…Jesus’ teaching resounds with anti-materialistic statements and in the entire New Testament worldly riches are only referenced as an impediment to salvation.” David Haskell, Associate Professor, Wilfred Laurier University. in Putting Our Best Faith Forward

“By education, I mean not the mere acquisition of certain arts, or of certain branches of knowledge, but that instruction and discipline which qualify and dispose the subjects of it for their appropriate duties and employments of life, as Christians, as persons of business and also as members of the civil community in which they live.” Egerton Ryerson, Founder of the Ontario Public School System, Report of 1846
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Upcoming Events
	Saturday, Feb. 5, 2011
	Ontario Board/Administrators’ Conference, Tyndale University

	Thurs., March 3, 2011
	Ontario Public Speaking Festival

	Thurs., March 31, 2011
	Ontario Chess Tournament

	Thurs., April 14, 2011
	Ontario Math Olympics  

	Fri., April 15, 2011
	Maritime Public Speaking Festival

	Thurs., April 27, 2011
	Ontario Fine Arts Festival 
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Click Here( Upcoming Eastern Canada Regional Events (Click Here & Bookmark It!
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Your Feedback is Important to Us! We welcome your feedback concerning this newsletter or any of the information in this newsletter. Please contact us with questions, comments, or suggestions by sending an e-mail to acsiec@sympatico.ca. Thank you! Back to Top
Thank you for the opportunity to serve your school.
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